
At Anant, we solve global problems with the help of 
solu�on-oriented partners from India and abroad. Anant 
con�nues to collaborate with exis�ng partners, including 

universi�es, NGOs, government bodies and industries as well as 
welcome new partners that have strengthened our dedica�on 

to offer mul�disciplinary undergraduate, postgraduate and 
doctoral programmes in design, architecture, climate ac�on and 

visual arts harnessing the knowledge from various disciplines 
and tradi�onal prac�ces to integrate it with cu�ng edge 

technology to address diverse challenges.
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Anant and
Virginia 
Commonwealth
University
On 6 August 2024, Anant Na�onal University and Virginia 
Commonwealth University signed an MoU to collaborate on 
ini�a�ves that support community immersion and innova�on 
for a global impact. Anant is the first interna�onal university to 
collaborate with VCU’s da Vinci Center Shi� Retail Lab. 
During the signing of the MoU, dignitaries from VCU present 
included Dr Michael Rao, President, Dr Jill Blondin, Associate 
Vice Provost for Global Ini�a�ves and Dr Garret Westlake, 
Associate Vice Provost for Innova�on, Execu�ve Director and 
Professor, da Vinci Center for Innova�on.

Anant launched a dedicated Healthcare Accelerator Programme, 
Swaastha, in partnership with India Accelerator on 13 May 2024. 
The aim is to support healthcare and allied start-ups. Swaastha 
delivers a tripod approach that fosters collabora�on among 
start-ups, academic ins�tu�ons and industries, driving innova�ons 
and solving prac�cal challenges faced by industries and society. 
The launch was chaired by Shri Varunkumar Barnwal, IAS, 
Collector of Banaskantha in the presence of partner mentors 
including Mukul Bagga, MD, Medicom Healthcare, India; 
Ex-Novar�s, Quest Diagnos�cs, J&J and Ranbaxy; Munish Bha�a, 
Co-Founder, India Accelerator and CEO, Bharat Ventures; Arindam 
Mukhopadhyay, Partner and Head, Corporate Innova�on, India 
Accelerator; Dr Arun Purohit, Consultant, Pharmaceu�cals and 
Healthcare and Ketan Dhamanaskar, Managing Director, Exel�s. 

Anant and Graduate School of Educa�on, University of 
Pennsylvania (Penn GSE) collaborated to promote 
coopera�ve research and facilitate the interna�onal 
exchange of ideas, improve the quality of learning, extend 
the reach of both ins�tu�ons, develop and deliver a 
cer�ficate course in educa�on entrepreneurship and the 
exchange material and development of ma�ers of mutual 
interest. Within the collabora�on, Anant ini�ated the Future 
of Learning Design Collabora�ve in March 2023. 

Three students were selected from Anant, Prerna NT, 
Anant Fellow 2024, Hamza Wakhariya, BArch 2025 
and Vagmi VS, BDes 2027, to represent the University 
at the Salzburg Global Seminar in Salzburg, Austria. 
Salzburg Media Academy emphasises equitable 

change, aiming to ensure accessibility and inclusion for 
individuals from all communi�es worldwide. This year’s theme 
was the prevalence of AI - Belonging in the Age of Machines and 
Reimagining the Soul of Media. The programme saw 50 
par�cipants from more than 20 ins�tu�ons and 15 countries.

On 24 July 2024, Anant Na�onal University and the Omysha 
Founda�on signed an MoU to develop impac�ul programmes 
focused on climate ac�on and sustainable ci�zenship ini�a�ves 
for school students aged 12 to 18. Combining Anant’s resources 
with Omysha’s ini�a�ve, ‘The VONG Movement’, the partnership 
aims to co-create and implement programmes that enhance 
awareness and drive social impact to advance sustainability.

Anant and Penn GSE
Envisioning the Future of Learning

Anant at Salzburg

Fuelling Innovation

Anant and
Cardiff 
University

Anant and
Omysha Foundation
Focusing on Climate Action

On 31 July 2024, the Aarambh Incuba�on Centre at Anant 
partnered with Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
of India (ASSOCHAM).

Anant and
ASSOCHAM

Fostering Industry 
Connect

In March 2024, Anant Na�onal University and Prabhat Educa�on 
Founda�on formalised an MoU to develop a holis�c 
understanding of the gaps in the lives of children and adults with 
special needs and design an inclusive and equitable future of 
educa�on through joint workshops, seminars and conferences. 
This partnership signifies our con�nued commitment to crea�ng 
posi�ve change in the community. Recently, Anant Fellows 
prepared educa�onal content to help educators and health 
workers understand and iden�fy signs and symptoms of special 
needs in children.

On 2 February 2024, Anant and IG Drones collaborated to 
enhance our training infrastructure for future technologies by 
aligning the curriculum with industry standards and introducing 
students to the latest technological advancements. As part of 
this collabora�on, IG Drones will establish a Center of 
Excellence at Anant, provide a flying simulator, 
industry-standard relevant so�ware for training and 
development, on-field training and a maker space with 
advanced facili�es to assist throughout the course.

Anant and
Prabhat Education 
Foundation
Equitable and Inclusive Education

Anant and IG Drones
Getting Industry-Ready

Anant and
India Accelerator
Supporting Start-ups 
in Healthcare

Swaastha a�racted around 30 applica�ons from start-ups 
na�onwide within a week. These included start-ups from the field 
of drug discovery and development, new-genera�on diagnos�cs, 
digital health and well-being solu�ons, last-mile delivery, op�cal 
dispensing, genome sequencing, IVF, foetal and neonatal 
monitoring and AI-driven prognosis, diagnosis and interven�ons.

As part of this partnership, Dr Leland McGee, a former judge, 
Adjunct Assistant Professor and co-director of the Penn 
Experience Course, an asynchronous course designed to help 
students get the most out of their Penn experience, visited Anant 
on 9 July 2024 to plan the upcoming Compara�ve Educa�on 
Policy Development Research Convening. This event will unite 
scholars from within the country and abroad specialising in 
Indigenous research methods, educa�on policy experts and 
prac��oners to promote the equitable implementa�on of the 
Na�onal Educa�on Policy (NEP) 2020.

In October 2023, Anant collaborated with Cardiff University to 
explore opportuni�es for collabora�ve research projects and 
organise seminars, conferences and workshops. This partnership 
also includes the exchange of teaching and research staff and 
undergraduate, postgraduate and research students. 

Under this partnership, Dr James 
Hegarty, Professor of Sanskrit and 
Indian Religions at Cardiff University, 
serves as the third SCoPE Scholar at 
Anant. During Monsoon 2024, Dr 
Hegarty will teach Founda�on Year 
courses on ‘Why Do Human Beings 
Tell Stories?’, ‘Words and Worlds – 
Unlearning How We Read and Write.’

In April 2024, Anant was honoured at the 
IPR Conclave 2024 hosted by ASSOCHAM, 
where Dr Dhara Thakore, Head, Aarambh 
Incuba�on Centre, Handmade@Anant 
and Office of Career Services and Prof 
Milind Chitale, Associate Professor, School 
of Design and Director, Makerspace were 
presented the award by Dr Unnat Pandit, 
Controller General of Patents, Designs and 
Trade Marks, Government of India.

In February 2024, Anant partnered with the Is�tuto Italiano di 
Cultura Mumbai to present ‘Maza Mazagaon,’ an immersive 
exhibi�on celebra�ng the heritage of Mazagaon. The aim of the 
collabora�on was to offer a unique blend of technology, research 
and storytelling prowess. The partnership also enabled Anant 
students to create a digital archive and document the stories and 
tes�monies of Mazagon’s residents for future genera�ons. 

Anant and 
IIC Mumbai
Blending Technology and Storytelling

Anant has an ongoing collabora�on with the University of Miami 
that aims to assist, consult and collaborate on educa�on, training 
and clinical and research ini�a�ves. It also facilitates and 
encourages faculty and student exchange, co-sponsors research 
projects and seeks funding for these exchanges. 

Anant and 
University of Miami

Anant organises the annual WITH Fes�val in March. The 2024 
edi�on centred around ‘Evoking Sense of Wonder’. 
Edi�ons across Ahmedabad, India, Miami, USA and Quito, 
Ecuador, the fes�val aims to connect storytellers, media makers, 
designers and technologists with organisa�ons and individuals 
commi�ed to social and environmental transforma�on, tenets 
that Anant strongly believes in. 
At one level, WITH is an acronym for: 
We 
Immersive 
Transmedia 
Human 
But literally, we work in collabora�on WITH others.

Anant, 
University of Miami
and Media for Change

This classroom project, hosted at Matharpacady Village in 
Mazagon, was mentored by Maia Marinelli, Visi�ng Faculty at 
Anant and Founder, H.E.A.R.T Founda�on, Prof Vijay Sekhon, 
Associate Professor and Lead, Interac�on Design, School of 
Design, Prof Adi� Vashisht, Assistant Professor, School of Design 
and Prof Pallavi Jain, Assistant Professor, School of Design together 
with 27 Interac�on Design students.

As part of the collabora�on, Anant partnered with the University 
of Miami’s School of Architecture, offering an elec�ve studio 
course on ‘Architecture in the Metaverse—Global Problems’ in 
January 2024. 
In December 2023, Anant also organised a 48-hour gamethon 
conducted by Prof Lindsay Grace, Curator, JAMPACKD 2023 and 
Knight Chair of Interac�ve Media and a professor at the University 
of Miami School of Communica�on. 71 student par�cipants from 
Anant and other universi�es created 16 games out of which four 

As part of Anant’s collabora�on with USIN 
(United States India Founda�on), star�ng in 
October 2022, the two-year ANUSHLIP 
Project emerged as a pioneering ini�a�ve to 
revitalise tradi�onal cra�s and cra�smanship 
for contemporary u�litarian product 
development that are global market-ready in 

the Narmada district of Gujarat. 
The project culminated with an exhibi�on at the Anant campus 
showcasing ar�san’s work. Dr S Jaishankar, Minister of External 
Affairs, Government of India, visited the exhibi�on. The bamboo 
box and applique world map were chosen as souvenirs for the 
G20 Varanasi meet, demonstra�ng the market readiness and 
cultural value of the cra�ed items. Anant organised a streamlined 
produc�on process within one week to produce 80 bamboo 
boxes and 100 applique world maps.

Anant’s ANUSHILP 
at G20 Summit

We 
Immersive 
Transmedia 
Human 

AUGUST 20
24

Write to us at anumedia@anu.edu.in for queries


